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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with str i kethrough . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please AMEND claims 1-7 and ADD new claims 8-12 in accordance with the following: 

What is claimed is: 

1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A data display device comprising: 

an appearance charact e r i st i c property obtaining unit that obtains an appearance 
charact e rist i c property of each of data obj e cts a plurality of object sets that are d i sp l ay e d on a 
scre e n by sim il ar data d i sp l ay ways represented in a same data representation type on a screen , 
th e data objects r e pr e s e nting p ie c e s of informat i on to b e d i sp l ayed on th e scr ee n r e sp e ctiv e ly 
each of the object sets being data objects indicating a type of data, the appearance property 
indicating a fill area, the number of colors, or the number of data objects ; 

a weighting unit that applies a weighted value to each object set based on the 
appearance property; and 

a display control unit that changes an appearance of at least one of the data obj e cts 
object sets so that the at least one of the data obj e cts object sets is displayed in a distinct 
appearance , dep e nd i ng on th e app e aranc e charact e r i st i c obtain e d based on the weighted value . 

2. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The data display device according to claim 1 , wherein 
the data obj e cts each object set includes a f ill ob je ct that is pr e s e nt e d by a fill data d i sp l ay way 
fill objects represented in a fill data representation type . 

3. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The data display device according to claim 1 , wherein 
th e data ob je cts each object set includes a p l ot ob je ct that i s pr e s e nt e d by a p l ot data d i sp l ay 
wa y plot objects represented in a plot data representation type . 

4. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The data display device according to claim 1 , wherein 
the data object s each object set includes a li no contour ob j ect that i s pres e nt e d by a lino contour 
data d i sp l ay wa y line contour objects represented in a line contour data representation type . 
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5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The data display device according to claim 1 , wherein 
th e data obj e cts each object set includes a vector obj e ct that is pr e s e nt e d by a v e ctor data 
d i sp l ay way vector objects represented in a vector data representation type . 

6. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-implemented data display method 
comprising: 

obtaining an appearance charact e r i st i c property of each of data obj e cts a plurality of 
object sets t hat are display e d on a s cr ee n by s i milar data disp l ay ways represented in a same 
data representation type on a screen , th e data obj e cts r e pr e s e nt i ng p ie c e s of i nformat i on to b e 
d i sp l ay e d on th e scre e n r e sp e ct i v el ve ach of the object sets being data objects indicating a type 
of data, the appearance property indicating a fill area, the number of colors, or the number of 
data objects ; and 

changing an appearance of at least one of the data ob je cts object sets so that the at 
least one of the data ob je cts object sets is displayed in a distinct appearance , d e p e nd i ng on th e 
app e arance charact e ristic obta i n e d based on the appearance property . 

7. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer program product for displaying data on a 
screen, including computer executable instructions stored on a computer readable medium, 
wherein the instructions, when executed by the computer, cause the computer to perform: 

obtaining an appearance charact e r i st i c property of each of data ob j ects a plurality of 
object sets t hat ar e d i splay e d on th e scr ee n by s i m il ar data disp l ay ways represented in a same 
data representation type on a screen , th e data ob je cts r e pr e s e nt i ng p ie c e s of i nformat i on to b e 
d i sp l ay e d on th e scre e n r e sp e ct i v e l y each of the object sets being data objects indicating a type 
of data, the appearance property indicating a fill area, the number of colors, or the number of 
data objects : and 

changing an appearance of at least one of the data ob je cts object sets so that the at 
least one of the data ob je cts object sets is displayed in a distinct appearance, d e pend i ng on tho 
app e aranc e charact e r i st i c obta i n e d based on the appearance property . 

8. (NEW) The data display device according to claim 2, wherein 

the appearance property obtaining unit obtains the fill area and the number of colors as 
appearance properties, and 

the weighting unit applies a weighted value to each of the object sets so that the object 
set having a larger fill area and fewer colors is placed in a lower layer. 
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9. (NEW) The data display device according to claim 3, wherein 

the appearance property obtaining unit obtains the fill area and the number of plots as 
appearance properties, and 

the weighting unit applies a weighted value to each of the object sets so that the object 
set having a larger number of plots is placed in a lower layer. 

1 0. (NEW) The data display device according to claim 4. wherein 

the appearance property obtaining unit obtains the fill area and the number of lines as 
appearance properties, and 

the weighting unit applies a weighted value to each of the object sets so that the object 
set having a larger number of lines is placed in a lower layer. 

11 . (NEW) The data display device according to claim 5, wherein 

the appearance property obtaining unit obtains the fill area and the number of lines as 
appearance properties, and 

the weighting unit applies a weighted value to each of the object sets so that the object 
set having a larger number of lines is placed in a lower layer. 

1 2. (NEW) A data display device comprising: 

a weighting unit that applies a weighted value to each of a plurality of object sets that are 
represented in a same data representation type on a screen, based on an initial appearance 
property, at least one of the object sets having a distinct final appearance depending on the 
weighted value. 
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